
What is a Statement of Community Involvement (SCI)?

• Planning policy and decisions for new 

development need to take into account a 

range of different considerations

• SCI sets out how the Local Planning 

Authority will engage and consult with the 

community and stakeholders on planning 

matters

• Covers both engagement on planning 

policy (e.g. Local Plan, Neighbourhood 

Plans) and determination of planning 

applications



The need for a new SCI for Somerset

• Each of the existing 5 Local Planning Authorities (County and Districts) have 

their own separate adopted SCI’s. There is therefore a need to prepare a new 

single SCI for Somerset.  A draft SCI was agreed for consultation on 18th 

January 2023  by Exec.

• Need consistent approach to how we engage with our communities on 

planning matters across the new unitary authority area.

• The purpose of the SCI it to act as a high-level document setting out the 

minimum the Council will do in terms of statutory/legal requirements for 

consultation. More detailed Communication and Engagement Strategies are 

being prepared (e.g. Local Plan).



Consultation Undertaken

• 6 weeks public consultation undertaken earlier this year (1st February to 

16th March)

• Included engagement with agents, local groups and the various 

planning/regulation committees of the former Councils

• 164 responses received in total, including from local 

residents/businesses, agents, Parish/Town Councils and civic groups

• The final draft is supported by a consultation statement which includes a 

review of all comments received and subsequent changes the 

document. Main changes are summarised on the following slides.



Main changes made following consultation



Main changes made following consultation



Main changes made following consultation



Contact email: andrew.reading@somerset.gov.uk

Any Questions?
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